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ELK GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT JOINS PROJECT LIFESAVER  – A 
SEARCH & RESCUE SERVICE FOR THOSE WITH COGNITIVE 

CONDITIONS WHO WANDER 
 
ELK GROVE, CA - The Elk Grove Police Department has partnered with Project Lifesaver to bring this 
free program to Elk Grove.  Project Lifesaver is designed to track and rescue those with cognitive 
conditions who tend to wander.  This service answers a critical need for protecting people at risk of 
wandering, including those with Alzheimer’s, autism, Down syndrome and dementia. 

 

Project Lifesaver International, the leading organization in electronic search and rescue (SAR) programs, 
has certified six (6) Elk Grove Police Officers and Community Service Officers as Electronic Search 
Specialists and Electronic Search Instructors.  These officers are trained in teaching public safety officials 
how to use the equipment and how to gain the trust of and communicate with people who wander, as well 
as to ensure that caregivers are well versed in the program; all of which are essential to a successful rescue.  

 

Clients enrolled in the service will wear a wristwatch sized radio transmitter on their wrist or ankle. The 
transmitter constantly emits a Radio Frequency signal, which can be tracked regardless of where the person 
has wandered - even into a densely wooded area, a marsh, a concrete structure such as a garage, or a 
building constructed with steel.  When a loved one goes missing, caregivers notify the Elk Grove Police 
Department and officers are dispatched to the wanderer’s area. A search is then conducted and the average 
rescue time according to national statistics is around 30 minutes. 

 

“This program is a resource that families and caregivers can use to be proactive in assisting their loved ones 
who are at risk of wandering due to a cognitive condition,” said Elk Grove Police Chief Robert Lehner. 
“The Project Lifesaver program has a proven track record and we believe that it will help protect those 
residents who qualify for the program.”  

 

For additional information about Project Lifesaver, please call (916) 478-8147 if you have any questions.  
Additional information is also available at http://www.elkgrovepd.org/projectlifesaver/index.asp 
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